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The meeting was co-chaired by Ms. Monica Macovei (ECR) and Mr. Taulant Balla (SP). It 

was also attended by representatives of the Albanian government and representatives of the 

European Union Delegation in Tirana. The Albanian government was represented by H.E. Mr. 

Ditmir Bushati, Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs and the European Union Delegation 

in Tirana was represented by H.E. Ms. Romana Vlahutin, Ambassador of EU Delegation to 

Albania. 

 

1. Opening remarks and adoption of the agenda of the meeting 

 

At the beginning of the meeting, Ms. Monica Macovei (ECR), Chair of the EP delegation to 

the EU-Albania SAPC, welcomed the Members of the two SAPC delegations and other 

participants. Ms. Macovei also thanked the Albanian Parliament for hosting the meeting and 

expressed her hope for a constructive encounter. Ms. Macovei underlined the importance of 

dialogue and cooperation between the political forces in Albania and recommended against 

political infighting over crucial issues like the joining of the EU.  

 

Thereafter, Mr. Balla, Chair of the Albanian delegation to the EU-Albania SAPC, welcomed 

all present. He stressed that the justice reform was today the greatest achievement of Albania 

on its way towards the Membership of the European Union. On behalf of the parliamentary 

majority, Mr. Balla stated the will for a national pact for Europe in view of the opening of 

accession negotiations with Albania. He suggested using the opening of negotiations as a 

starting point to create conditions for sustainable cooperation and constructive dialogue with 

the opposition, which should be fully involved in the process of supporting Albania to open 

negotiations. Mr. Balla said that every Albanian politician must choose the Albanian interest 

over the political interest.  

 

After his opening remarks, Mr. Balla introduced the draft agenda and invited SAPC Members 

to approve it.  

 

1. Adoption of draft agenda 

 

The draft agenda was adopted unanimously. 

 



 

2. Adoption of minutes of the previous meeting 

 

The minutes of the 11th meeting of the EU - Albania SAPC, which was held in Brussels on 7-

8 November 2016, were adopted after the intervention of Mr. Genc Pollo (DP). He took the 

floor to complain that the voting records did not include information about the voting procedure 

and about how Albanian and EP delegations voted on the SAPC recommendations and other 

documents. His comments were agreed to be included in the minutes of the meeting. 

 

3. State of play of the EU - Albania relations - exchange of views with representatives of 

the Albanian Government and of the European Commission 

 

The co-chair, Mr. Balla gave the floor to Mr. Ditmir Bushati, Minister for Europe and Foreign 

Affairs, representing the Albanian Government. The Minister said that he was very pleased to 

attend this committee meeting, held at a key moment of a decisive year for the EU-Albania 

relations. Mr. Bushati welcomed the European Commission’s new strategy on Enlargement for 

the Western Balkans and the measures that the document introduces for the transformation of 

the countries in this region.  

 

Mr. Bushati declared that Albanian Government welcomed the willingness of the Commission 

to start accession negotiations with Albania, considering this as the recognition of the country’s 

progress.   

  

Minister Bushati informed that at the beginning of this legislature, the Parliament had adopted 

a series of acts on the establishment, funding and functioning of the vetting institutions, as well 

as a very important law on national minorities. Mr. Bushati highlighted that the vetting 

institutions had already started the re-evaluation process for 800 judges and prosecutors. He 

also informed that some judges of the supreme courts had resigned, thus refusing to undergo 

the vetting process.  

 

Minister Bushati underlined Albania’s continued commitment to the furthering of the relations 

with the countries of the Balkan region.  

 

Ms. Romana Vlahutin, the EU Ambassador to Albania intervened thereafter on behalf of Ms. 

Federica Mogherini, the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 

Policy and Vice-President of the European Commission. Ms. Vlahutin opined that Albania had 

a real and immediate opportunity of moving forward to the opening of the accession 

negotiations. Ms. Vlahutin underlined that Albania needed to work even harder, ensuring 

European standards, particularly when it comes to the rule of law including the fight against 

corruption and organised crime, respect for the fundamental rights, good governance and the 

strengthening of democratic institutions. 

 

Finally, Ms. Vlahutin called for ‘an alliance of hearts and minds’ among Albanians for Albania.  

 

Mr. Vladimir Urutchev (EPP), speaking as a Bulgarian EP delegation member, informed that 

Bulgaria had the presidency of the Council of the European Union during the first half of this 

crucial year for the Western Balkans. He explained that the Bulgarian Presidency had identified 

the relations with the Western Balkan countries as one of its main priorities. 

 



4. Progress in the implementation of the rule of law, judicial reform, and the vetting 

process  

 

Ms. Monica Macovei (ECR), as the first speaker for the EP delegation opined that Albania 

had made progress concerning the ongoing justice reform, since the relevant laws had been 

successfully adopted and the implementation had started. She welcomed the fact that some 

judges and prosecutors had already voluntarily resigned from the system, proving effectiveness 

of the vetting process before it had even properly started. She expressed hope that the vetting 

process would not take too much time and underlined the importance of the good 

implementation of the laws. Ms. Macovei added that people who worked in the system were 

very important and that the judges and the prosecutors should be ethical and not affiliated to 

political parties. 

 

Ms. Vasilika Hysi (SP), as the first speaker for the Albanian delegation, explained the progress 

made in regard to the Justice System Reform, the progress on the vetting law and the rule of 

law. Ms. Hysi expressed her regret that the opposition had sent twice the vetting law to the 

Constitutional Court, despite the fact that the law had received the positive opinion of the 

Venice Commission. This had in her view caused a delay in the judges’ and prosecutors’ 

vetting process.  

 

Mr. Genc Pollo (DP) said that all political forces in Albania were in favour of European 

integration but he conveyed his concern for the lack of political dialogue and the exclusion of 

the opposition from dialogue. He pointed out that the majority was using legal amendments 

and reforms to control the independent institutions, violating the rule of law. He accused the 

government of the appointment in the police forces of persons with criminal records.  

 

Ms. Klajda Gjoshaj (SMI) criticised the majority for the election of the General Prosecutor 

and the formation of the of new justice bodies without parliamentary consensus. Ms. Gjoshaj 

opined that the majority lacked the political will for consensus, thus making the political 

dialogue between the opposition and majority very difficult.   

 

Mr. Oerd Bylykbashi (DP) expressed concern that high officials were not subject to the rule 

of law and he criticised the majority for violating the political constitutional consensus on the 

justice system reform. He highlighted that the General Prosecutor was elected without 

consensus and without undergoing the vetting process.  

 

Ms. Kejdi Mehmetaj (SMI) accused the majority of political control over the judiciary system 

and of violating the political consensus on the judiciary reform. 

 

Co-chair Mr. Taulant Balla (SP) pointed out that the implementation of the justice system 

reform had been carried out in communication with and with the approval of the EU Delegation 

to Albania as well as with the assistance of the US Department of Justice (OPDAT). He also 

highlighted that the vetting process had started to give its first results. As regards the election 

of the General Prosecutor, he stated that it had been done in full respect of the Constitution of 

Albania. 

 

5. Political dialogue in Albania in support of the EU integration process 

 

Mr. Eduard Kukan (EPP), as the first speaker for the EP delegation, said that Albania had 

made good progress over the last years and that this had been achieved thanks to all the political 



players in the country. He nevertheless suggested that the sharp political polarisation and the 

lack of consensus had slowed down Albania in its aspirations for the EU integration. Mr. Kukan 

stressed that political dialogue was the cornerstone for Albania’s success, if the country wanted 

to strengthen its chances for the EU integration. 

 

Mr. Anastas Angjeli (SP), as the first speaker for the Albanian delegation, stressed that 

political dialogue among political parties was a key element for the opening of the EU 

accession negotiations.  

 

Ms. Jorida Tabaku (DP) said that over the years, the opposition had shown their commitment 

to political dialogue regarding Albania’s EU integration, and she pointed out that the majority 

had not shared the same will for political dialogue. 

 

Mr. Aldo Bumçi (DP) discussed the phenomena of mass cultivation of cannabis in Albania 

and criticised the EU delegation in Tirana for not raising and addressing this issue properly 

with the EU institutions. 

 

Ms. Elisa Spiropali (SP) underlined that all political parties in Albania had reached the 

consensus to vote for the Justice System Reform with 140 votes in favour, and suggested that 

there were also other examples of good cooperation. 

 

Mr. Eduard Kukan (EPP) argued that in his view there was a unity among the political parties 

in Albania to welcome the opening of accession negotiations with Albania. Mr. Kukan 

explained that not everyone in the was enthusiastic about the enlargement process and that for 

this reason more work needed to be done by all political parties, in unison and using concrete 

arguments for the European integration of Albania. Mr. Kukan said that in his view Albania 

deserved to open the negotiations with the EU. 

 

6. 2017 General Elections and electoral reform; findings and recommendations by the 

OSCE  

 

Elly Schlein, the first speaker for the EP delegation, was obliged to leave the meeting and did 

not thus intervene. 

 

Ms. Vasilika Hysi (SP), as the first speaker for the Albanian delegation, spoke about the 

establishment of the ad hoc parliamentary committee on the electoral reform, composed of 18 

Members, the main objective of which is to address the OSCE/ODIHR recommendations. Ms. 

Hysi said that the two co-chairs of this committee had already held joint roundtables to consider 

the possibilities for introducing technology in the next electoral process. 

 

Mr. Oerd Bylykbashi (DP) opined that the 2017 elections were according to the international 

standards worse than the 2001 and 2003 elections. Mr. Bylykbashi called for a consensual 

electoral reform, which would focus on two main priorities: the electronic voting and the voting 

by Albanians living abroad. 

 

Ms. Klajda Gjoshaj (SMI) highlighted that the country needs, before the local elections take 

place, a comprehensive and consensual electoral reform, based on all OSCE/ODIHR 

recommendations. 

 



Ms. Albana Vokshi (DP) expressed concern about the removal of many poor families from 

the social assistance scheme. These families, according to Ms. Vokshi, could be a target for the 

majority for vote buying in the coming elections.  

 

Mr. Eduard Shalsi (SP) opined that the last elections were the best elections ever held in 

Albania. There was nevertheless space for improvement and the main challenges were in his 

view the de-politisation of the electoral administration, the strengthening of gender quotas and 

achieving better transparency of political party funding. 

 

Mr. Eduard Kukan (EPP) concluded that, based on past experience, the political parties 

should not address the OSCE/ODIHR recommendations too late or put forward their concerns 

in the last moments before the next elections, when there is no time left to implement their 

proposals.    

 

7. Fight against corruption, organised crime and money laundering, measures against 

cultivation and trafficking of cannabis 

 

Ms. Monica Macovei (ECR), as the first speaker for the EP delegation, spoke of good progress 

being made in the fight against corruption but underlined that corruption remained nevertheless 

a serious problem at all levels. While there were a large number of investigations launched 

against officials, the number of final convictions remained overall very low. MS. Macovei 

called on the opposition and the majority to work closely together on this issue. 

 

Ms. Evis Kushi (SP), as the first speaker for the Albanian delegation, said that according to 

the official statistics of 2017, Albania had achieved lower indicators of criminality compared 

to the previous years and that tangible results had been achieved in the fight against organised 

groups linked to cannabis cultivation and trafficking.  

 

Mr. Fate Velaj (SP) explained that the fight against corruption, organised crime and the 

cultivation of cannabis were the government’s main priorities. The deputy underlined that these 

priorities were not aiming to satisfy the European partners but to guarantee the future of the 

Albanian society and youth. 

 

Mr. Genc Pollo (DP) argued that denying the persistence of the cannabis problem by the 

government had had a negative impact.  He suggested that the criminal structures and the mobs 

involved in cannabis cultivation and trafficking had links with high state officials. Mr. Pollo 

used the case of the former Minister of Interior, who is accused of connections with criminal 

structures, as an example of such links. He also expressed his concerns about Public Private 

Procurement (PPP), which he considered as a means of transferring public money to a group 

of oligarchs connected to the government.  

 

Mr. Aldo Bumci (DP) argued that all the international reports stated that Albania was Europe’s 

main provider of cannabis and he opined that cannabis cultivation was a political project of the 

government. 

 

Ms. Jorida Tabaku (DP) also expressed concern about PPP procedures, arguing that most of 

them were conducted by direct procurement, which according to her was a source of 

governmental corruption.  

 



Mr. Taulant Balla (SP) explained that according to the statistics there was a substantial 

decrease in organised crime and in cannabis cultivation. Referring to the issue of the former 

Minister of Interior, he asked all parties to respect the principle that politics should not 

intervene in the issues that were currently under investigation by the prosecution and other law 

enforcement institutions.  

 

8. Discussion and adoption of joint recommendations  

 

SAPC based on Article 122 of the SAA and Article 3 of the Regulation for the organisation 

and functioning of the SAPC discussed and unanimously approved the Recommendations, 

which are addressed to the Council of Stabilisation and Association Agreement EU-Albania, 

Albanian institutions (Parliament of Albania and the Albanian government) and EU institutions 

(European Parliament, Council of the European Union and European Commission). 

 

23 amendments were tabled in time for the deadline by the SAPC Members.  

 

Amendments 1, 2, 3 were included in compromise 1, which was adopted. The amendments 4, 

5 where adopted unanimously. Amendment 6 was not agreed and it was rejected. Amendment 

7 was withdrawn by Mr. Kukan. Amendments 8 and 9 where included in a compromise 2, 

which was adopted. Amendment 10 was adopted. Amendments 11 and 12 where included in 

a compromise 4, which was adopted. Amendments 13 and 14 where included in a compromise 

5, which was adopted. Amendments 15, 16, 17 and 18 where adopted unanimously. 

Amendments 19, 20 where included in a compromise 6, which was adopted. Amendment 21 

was rejected. Amendment 22 was adopted, and amendment 23 was rejected.  

 

9. Any other business  

 

No other business was raised by Members. 

 

10. Date and place of the next SAPC meeting 

 

Co-chair Ms. Macovei informed that the 13th EU-Albania SAPC meeting would take place in 

Brussels or Strasbourg in the 2nd half of this year. Members would be informed as soon as the 

agreement is reached.   

 

  

 

 


